Effect of recombinant IL-3 on lymphocyte populations in irradiated mice.
Administration of murine recombinant interleukin 3 (IL-3) to sublethally irradiated mice induced in the thymus recovery of the cell count and mitotic responsiveness to Con A, as well as a decrease in CD4-CD8- cells concomitant with an increase in single positive cells. Also in the spleen, the cell count and mitotic responsiveness to Con A and lipopolysaccharide (LPS) were recovered by IL-3 treatment. These findings show that IL-3 induces differentiation and growth of thymocytes and recovery of T and B cell functions in sublethally irradiated mice.